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) Objectives

/o support existing enterprises that invest in the rapid development and
market deployment of competitive and innovative cybersecurity
products and services, specifically through:

 The development of innovative cybersecurity soffware solutions;
 The development of innovative cybersecurity hardware solutions;

 The development of innovative cybersecurity educational and training
marterials, for example for critical infrastructures, SMEs, students, and
ofther target groups.

The Programme supports the enhancement of existing products, services,
and processes through research and development (R&D) activities, or the
development of new products and services that can generate ne‘%
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revenue streams for the enterprise within a short period of time. \"L.,?"’
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» General Call Informati

on

Call Code

NCC-CY-FTI/1026

Call Budget

€ 1,500,000

Maximum funding per proposal

€ 100,000

Date of Publication

9 October 2026

Closing Date

8 December 2026, 13:00

Project
Duration: Up

fo
12 months
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» Beneficiaries & Conditions for Participation

Requirements

Beneficiaries

Small and Medium Enterprises
(Categories B.1, B.2) in
territories under the conftrol of
the Republic of Cyprus.

One (1) Project Proposal per
Host Organisation.

No outstanding amounts owed to
the DSA.

OCA: no direct or indirect control by
an ineligible third country.

Project management workshop and
mandatory financial management
seminars.
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» Conditions for Participation (2)

KNOW THE
RULES !

1 The Proposal Coordinator must be employed by the Host Organization at the
time of proposal submission and must take on the role of Project Manager. The
Project Manager is responsible for planning, managing and executing the project
from start to completion, ensuring that deadlines, budget and required

specifications are met.

At least one person from the Host Organization participating in the project team
should take on the role of Product Developer. This role cannot be undertaken by
the same person who will also act as Project Coordinator / Project Manager. The
Product Developer is the person responsible for the strategy, design,
development and management of a product throughout its life cycle.
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» Eligible Activities (1)

d Experimental Development (TRL 6-8): Prototyping, demonstration, pilot
operation, testing and validation of new or improved innovative products /
services or new functionalities, features, and uses for the MVP

1 Experimental development activities must correspond to Technology
Readiness Levels (TRLs) of 6 or higher, in accordance with the relevant
definitions adopted by the European Union.

(d Dissemination activities are not eligible for funding. However, they constitute
a prerequisite for applicants seeking the additional aid intensity provided
under the Call.
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» Eligible Costs

Experimental Development:
e Personnel Costs

.&?sts for . Instruments
epreciation)

e Costs for External Services
e Costs for Travelling Abroad

" | e Consumables
e Other specific costs

e Overheads

and

Equipment
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Proposal Submission

O Proposals are submitted through the Research and Innovation Foundation’s IRIS
Portal (https://iris.research.org.cy)
L The Project Proposal consists of the following parts:
» Part A — General Information & Budget (electronic form (fields) to be completed
online through the IRIS Portal)
» Part B — Technical Annex (document to be uploaded as an Annex on the IRIS Portal
in PDF format) - Maximum number of pages 20 — Template Available!
» Annex | — Curricula Vitae (CVs of the Coordinator and the key personnel—
Mandatory Submission)
» Annex Il — Call Specific Information: (a) Ownership Control Declaration — OCA
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» IRIS Porial

« Home Page - IRIS (research.org.cy)

MCC - Fast Track Innovation
MCC-CY-FTI/1026

Short Description / ZUvtopn Mepypadn

Fast Track Innowvation in Cybersecurity

Announcement Date: Deadline:
08/10/2026 08/12/2026 13:00

Call Documents:

Call for Proposals (EL) oa
Call for Proposals (EM) o=
Part B — Technical Annex &

MpookAfosig YroBolrg Mpotdoswv Guide for Evaluators o

Calls for Proposals
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PART B- TECHHICAL ANNEX

PART B — TECHMICAL ANMEX [Fape limit count starts hare]
1. Degree of Innovation and Originality

Innowation of the proposed product/servicedprocess: Describe the degree of innovation and diversity
of the proposed productiservice/process, relative to exisfing or competing solutions and practice at
an international level.

Describz how the proposed product'senice/procaess will be able to enter the edsting market or
create @ new market Emphasis should be placed on cleardy denfifying the sirengths and

weaknesses of innovation, as well a5 opportunifies and threats.
2. Walue Proposition & Competitive Advantage

ProductiServicelProcess Description: Describe the innowvation, its competitive advantage and the
problem it solves. Include the needs i addresses and the value if crestes for the market.

Market Opportunity: Provide an analysis of the marke! oppordunity, including the market size,
segments, key geographical areas, and the projected growth ower the next five years. Explain the
significance of the opportunity and the fiming for its implementafion.

Voice of the Customer: Document key custormer interest or willingness to use the innowation.

Competitor Analysis: |denfify competibtors and their strategies and explain how the proposed
mnowation offers @ competitive edge.

3. Technology and Product! Service/Process Development
Technology Owverview: Describe the core technology behind the product'senice’process.

Current Technology Readiness Lewel [TRL): Siate the current TRL of the technology at the stard
of the project and provide A nstificstionisvidencs supporting the stated TRL.

Competitive Adwvantage: Explain how your fechnology siack or development approach ensures a
sustainablz competitive advantage.

4. Market Opporfunity & Business Environment

Business Dynamics: Analyze the business environment, including trends, driving forces, market
eniry bamers, and other dynamics that could affect the producs’s market entry and growth.

Regulatory Framework: Summarize the relevant regulatory landscape, including opportunities and
potential bamiers. Discuss how these factors could affect market entry and growth.

3. Business Case

Revenue streams and cost structure: Present expected rewenus streams and cost structure,
mcluding cash flows projectons, Met Present Walue (NPW), and Internal Rate of Retun (IRR).

PART B - TECHHICAL ANNEX

Impact on company growth: Describe the estimated expected impact of the funding on the growih
of the company.

Key Resources: |dentify cnfical resources (e.g.. infrastructure, partnerships. talent) required for
successiul market entry and growth.

6. Implementation Plan

Project Implementation Plan: Describe the Project Schedule and Misstones, outline key phases,
activities, and milesiones and present a realistic and well-struciured tmeline.

Budget Justification: Frovide a detsiled breakdown of the proposed budpet. Justify how each cost
contributes fo the successful implementation of the project.

Risk Management & Mitigation Plan: |dentify key risks associated with the project (e.g.. technical.
financial, regulafory). Detsd risk mitigation measures to ensure the timely delivery of the

product'senvice/process. Explain comingency plans in case of unforeseen challenges.

7. Work Package Description

A separate Work Package (WF) Form should be filled for each WP, There is no limitation on the
number of Whs.

Work Package | 1 | Start Month: End Month:
Number:

Work Package Title | Project Management

Work Packapge
Leader

Partner Role HO PA1 PAZ PAZ PA4 PAS

Person Months

Work Package Objectives

Bricfly describe the objectives of the WP

Work Description and Expected Key Results




IRIS Registration

Registration of the Legal Representative
Legal Representative Request
« Organisation Information Submission

« Registration of Coordinator on IRIS
« Registration as Researcher on IRIS
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» Create a Proposal

 |RIS- Dashboard (research.org.cy)

Create Proposal

View

My Notifications

View

Financial Information

View

NCC - Fast Track Innovation
MCC-CY-FTI/1026

Short Description / 2Uvtoun Neplypadn

Fast Track Innovation in Cybersecurity

Announcement Date: Deadiine:
091002026 08122026 13:00

Call Documents:

Call for Proposals (EL) &
Call for Proposals (EN) X
Part B — Technical Annex X
Guide for Evaluators X

1,
A

Submit to this Call
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~» Evaluation & Project Selection
Preliminary Check.

Remote evaluation by two independent evaluators.

 Excellence: 30%
« Added Value and Benefit: 35%
« Implementation: 35%

* Proposals which secure an Evaluation Score of at least
12.00/15.00 are eligible to qualify to Stage B of the Evaluation.
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Eligible proposals are prioritised in order of submission to the RIF until the Call budget is exhausted (non-competitive procedure).
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In Stage B, proposals are evaluated by the Independent
Evaluation Committee.

* Proposals shall proceed to Stage B in descending order of
score, untll the cumulative amount of funding requested by
the selected proposals reaches twice the total budget
available under the Call, provided that the proposals have
been deemed eligible for funding (with a score of at least

12.00/15.00).

« » Evaluation & Project Selection

Eligible proposals are prioritised in order of submission to the RIF until the Call budget is exhausted (non-competitive procedure).
Republic of Cyprus the European Union



Useful Documents

IRIS & registration : [TOAN IRIS / eyypaopn XE - Eyypaopn
NE - Eyxeipidio eyypapng

Organisation details : ANA®ON XOPAKTNEIOTIKGWY MME
Call documents : GR - EN

Proposal forms : Oényoc Part A - Mpoturro Part B
Regulatory framework : RESTART - GR - EN



https://iris.research.org.cy/#!/
https://iris.research.org.cy/file/public/810a1a7b-0684-ec11-816a-005056ba9cc4
https://iris.research.org.cy/file/public/810a1a7b-0684-ec11-816a-005056ba9cc4
https://iris.research.org.cy/file/public/cc3d499a-4f95-ec11-816f-005056ab00f0
https://iris.research.org.cy/file/public/ccec6a1f-96d5-eb11-8161-005056ba9cc4
https://iris.research.org.cy/file/public/ed7bdef5-d3a2-f111-81ab-005056ab00f0
https://iris.research.org.cy/file/public/ed7bdef5-d3a2-f111-81ab-005056ab00f0
https://iris.research.org.cy/file/public/6ac8dd18-9cb8-e611-8110-005056ab0fd1
https://iris.research.org.cy/file/public/6ac8dd18-9cb8-e611-8110-005056ab0fd1
https://iris.research.org.cy/file/public/48f7093c-d2a2-f111-81ab-005056ab00f0

» Information — Contact Details

For More Information
RIF Website: www.research.org.cy
IRIS Portal: hitps://iris.research.org.cy/

Supporting RIF's Clients
RIF Support Service:
callsupport@research.org.cy | Tel. +357 22-
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Thank you!

Research & Innovation Foundation (RIF)
P.O. BOX 23422, 1683 Nicosia
Tel.: +357 22 205000

Website:
fin X »



http://www.research.org.cy/
https://www.youtube.com/@researchandinnovationfound2160
https://x.com/ResearchCy/status/1791370569427943436
https://www.linkedin.com/company/idekresearch/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.facebook.com/ResearchAndInnovationFoundationCy/?locale=el_GR
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