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Why You Should Participate?
Ready to Unlock Growth Through Innovation?

4

In today’s fast-changing market, success depends on your ability to innovate.

Applying to our programme, you get the opportunity to:
v Upskill your team with practical tools for product development.
v Boost your competitiveness by integrating smart R&D practices into your business.

Evidence:
Key findings of Global Innovation 1000 research report “What the Top Innovators Get Right”, support the
idea that companies with R&D capabilities tend to perform better in growth and profitability*.

This programme is designed to help your business build strong innovation capacity, develop new
products, and stay ahead of competitors.

*Jaruzelski, B., Chwalik, R. & Goehle, B., 2018. What the top innovators get right. strategy+business, [online] 30 October. Available at:
https://www.strategy-business.com/feature/What-the-Top-Innovators-Get-Right [Accessed 18 September 2025].
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p Objectives

v" Enhancing the capacity of enterprises in new product development

v" Encouraging enterprises with no relevant significant prior experience to engage in research
and innovation activities for the development of new products and services

v' Employment of professionals trained in New Product Development

v" Focusing on enterprises with 10 or more employees

v’ Increasing private R&I Investments
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» Basic Principles

v Upskilling existing personnel in New Product Development or hiring new specialised
personnel

v Involve specialised staff in research and innovation projects aiming at the development of
new products and services

v Specialised staff (Project Coordinator) must receive training (30h) if they do not hold a New

Product Development Professional (NPDP) Certification.*

*By the Product Development and Management Association (PDMA)
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P General Call Information

Call Budget: €580,000,
Maximum Funding Per Project: €30,000
Duration of Project Implementation: Up to 6 Months

Announcement Date: 8 August 2025
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Deadline: 3 October 2025, 13:00
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KNOW THE
RULES!

D Beneficiaries / Conditions for Participation (1)

= Host Organisation (HO) of a project must be a Small, Medium, or Large Sized Enterprise (SME) which
has ten (10) or more full-time employees

* The Programme targets enterprises that have not received funding as HOs/Coordinators, in previous
projects in the frame of the RESTART 2016-2020 Programmes or H2020 and Horizon Europe
Programmes

= The Project Coordinator (PC) should be an employee (new or existing staff) in the HO during the whole
duration of the project implementation

= The Project team can consist up to 3 individuals (including PC)

= At least the PC should receive training (30h) in New Product Development or have a NPDP
Certification
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KNOW THE
RULES !

» Beneficiaries / Conditions for Participation (2)

= RIF will organise training sessions, in New Product Development

= Participation in trainings organised by RIF is optional — Beneficiaries’ staff may participate in other
trainings of their choice with a duration of at least thirty (30) hours, delivered by one provider

= Staff should complete the training within three (3) months at the latest, from the start date of the
project

*It is recommended that all professionals who will receive training, will take the relevant applicable test
to receive the NPDP Certification or NPDP Provisional Status by the Product Development and
Management Association (PDMA).
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KNOW THE
RULES !

p Beneficiaries / Conditions for Participation (3)

= Eligible Activities:
* Projects must necessarily include Experimental Development activities
* Projects may also include Feasibility Study activities

Experimental Development: Development of improved products, processes or services based on existing scientific,
technological, business and other relevant knowledge and skills. May include prototyping, demonstrating, piloting,
testing and validation of new or improved products, processes or services in environments representative of real-life
operating conditions.

Feasibility Study: evaluation and analysis of the potential of a project, and identification of its
strengths/weaknesses/opportunities/threats, the resources required to carry it through, and its prospects for success.
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) Aid Intensity

» Funding Intensity (funding percentage on eligible expenses for experimental activities):
O 45% for Small Enterprises
O 35% for Medium Enterprises

O 25% for Large Enterprises

KNOW THE
RULES !

» 15% additional Aid Intensity if the project results are widely disseminated through conferences, publications,

open-access repositories, or via free software or open-source software.

» Funding Intensity (funding percentage on eligible expenses for feasibility studies):
O 70% for Small Enterprises
O 60% for Medium Enterprises

O 50% for Large Enterprises
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KNOW THE
RULES !

» Beneficiaries / Conditions for Participation (4)

= Eligible Expenses:
O Personnel Cost*
(1 External Services (up to €15,000 or 30% of the Project budget)
d Overheads (20%)

= Beneficiaries are advised to include the relevant project costs in their Financial Statements, as
research and innovation expenses, to secure tax exemptions

*Personnel cost will be calculated with the simplified cost Method «Standard Scales of Unit Costs»
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p Useful Documents and Guidelines -

HPD-CAPELDDE2S — PART B— TECHMICAL ANNEX

PART B — TECHMICAL ANMNEX [Page imit count Smaits hers]

= Call for Proposals Document (GR, EN)
E1.1. General Objectives of the Project (Mfaximum Recommended 1 page) . .
Mul'nraﬁun—Myarernudningmispmje;?Whyisﬂ'lispmgrammeagmdfnforrnurmmpany? u App||cat|0n Form (Part B)

Product'Service — What is the new product'senvice you will be deweloping - or the enhancements of

an existing product’service - and what is the expectsd impact on your company and growth L IRIS Portal Registration Manual

prospects?

Value Proposiion — What is the vale propasifion and s competite adhariage over m  Proposal Preparation Manual

Market Opportunity — What s the market opportunity (customermarket segment, market nead,
market size)}?

E1.2. HO Data

Pleass provide the HO's number of full-time employees for the previous fiscal years. According to
the Call for Proposals, HOs should have at l=ast (10) employees.

YEAR FULL TIME EMPLOYEES
2024
2023

B2. Added Value and Benefit — Capacity Building in Research and Innovation (Maximum

Recommended 1 page)

How will this funding support your company develop new cspabilities and adopt ressarch and
nnovation best practices into its core activifies7?

What is your plan to sustain those capabilities (human resources and funding) after the end of this
project?

B2. Project Team (\dsximum Recommended 0,5 page)

Justify the suitability of the Project Coordinator {(PC) and the other project team members,
based on their skills and relevant expenence. and the rationale for their selection (selection
criteria) as team members.

Refer to the role each team member will underake in the Host Organisafion (Product Cemer,
Researcher efz).

E3.1 Project Coordinator
{Maximum Recommended 0.5 page)

Describe the technical and/or RED experience of the Project Caordinator. Funded by the {‘ové RESEARCH enterprise
Deseribe the managerial experience of the Project Coordinator. Eu ropean Union -\.L‘ b‘}» ééﬁ:}l}lﬂ%&@ggf\‘l\l ﬁ:lr\(:rp()?k
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Project Budget Overview Table D

Additional Aid Intensity

Are Project Results disseminaied ?
The project mvelves effective collsboration: The project’s resulis are widsly disseminated through conferences, publications, open sccess repositonies or through free software or open sources software.
- between companies of which st least one is an SME or is carried out in at least two Member States or one Member State and a member country of the Europaan Econaemic Area Agreement (EEA] and no individual enterprise
bars more than 70% of eligible costs, or s Hao
{ - betwesnan EmErp' 5 and one or mare research organisations that bear 3t least 10% of eligible costs and have the right to publish their ressarch results. l |
o= Mo
Budget Table

® | Organisation Activity

B HO. Org-TypeB1 (2)

HO. Org-TypeB1 Experimental
Development

HO. Org-TypeB1 Feasibility Studies

4

Totals

Up to 20%



Nivaxag NL7R Tunnmm_utuzq KAlpokes

Kartnyopia Epeuvnri AvaBewpnuivo
QOpiaio KooTog
amd
01/01/2024
(€)
Epeuvntric o BaBpida Kabnynm lplparog AVuWTepnS Kal 47.00
Avwrarne Exmaideuanc
AlguBuvTtika ZTehéyn tTou I&wTikol Toyia 42.00
Epeuvnrig ot BaByida Avaminpwr KabBnynm 18piparog 36,00

Avwrepng kal Avwrarng Exmaidevang f Karoyog Adidaktopikol
Tithou pe Touhayiotov eTTd (7) ¥pdvia amsd v nuepounvia
amaKTNanc Tou

Karoyog Aidaktopikol Tithou 26,00
Karoyxog MTuyiou f METGTTUIGKOU TITAOU PE TOUAGXIOTOV TIEVTE 23,00
55! xﬂlfr‘uflﬂ_ﬂﬂf.! TNV NUEPOUNVia uﬂﬁfrr]dr']; Tou

Karoyog Mruyiou f Meramruyiakod Tithou pe Myotepo amd (5) 20,00

¥povia atd Thv nUepopunvia amoktnans Tou f TeXVIKS
MNpogw Ko




D Proposal Submission

Proposals are submitted through the Research and Innovation Foundation’s IRIS Portal

(https://iris.research.org.cy).
The Project Proposal consists of the following parts:

1. Part A — General Information & Budget (electronic form (fields) to be completed online)
Part B — Technical Annex — Application Form — Page limit up to 10 pages excl. Cover Page, the
Instructions Page and the S3Cy Table

3. Annex | - Curricula Vitae of the Coordinator and the other project team members (Mandatory
Submission).

4. Annex lll - Confidential Call Information (Statement of Earnings and Contributions from the Social

Security Service for the 3 months before proposal submission).

Annexes are submitted in PDF Format.

Simple Submission and Project Selection Procedure!
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p Evaluation / Project Selection

= Evaluation: Internal evaluation procedure is carried out by RIF staff after the submission.

= Project Selection: By order of submission to the RIF (non-competitive procedures apply) on condition that the
following are duly justified:

v’ The enterprise’s plan for the development of new, or significantly enhanced existing products and services,
and the expected impact on its competitiveness, as well as on its growth prospects.

v’ The selection criteria and the suitability of the PC and the other project team members, based on their skills
and relevant experience.

v’ The benefit of the enterprise and its capacity building for research and innovation, which will arise through
the employment of certified professionals in new product development.

= Eligible proposals are selected for funding, until the total requested funding of approved Proposals, equals the
total Call budget.
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) Completion

Upon the project completion HO submits to the RIF:

= A Progress Report
= A Payment Request with the revenant expenses (Personnel Cost, External Services) — Submission of
receipts for expenditure under Overheads is not required.

v’ Provided that the necessary conditions are met, the approved funding will be released to the Host
Organisation
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} Contact / Support

For More Information
RIF Website: www.research.org.cy
IRIS Portal: https://iris.research.org.cy/

Supporting RIF’s Clients
RIF Support Service:
support@research.org.cy | Tel. 22-205000
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mailto:support@research.org.cy
http://www.research.org.cy/
https://iris.research.org.cy/

Thank you!

Research and Innovation Foundation (RIF)

P.O. BOX 23422, 1683 Nicosia
Tel.: +357-22205000
Website: www.research.org.cy
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http://www.research.org.cy/
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